
By the end of Kindergarten, the          
children will be able to:

● listen to stories and demonstrate 
an understanding of text

● incorporate strategies to read 
fluently at grade level

● use a combination of drawing, 
dictating and writing to tell a story

● incorporate proper letter formation 
to write simple sentences using 
conventions of writing such as 
capitalization, spacing and 
punctuation   

● understand quantity and properly 
form numbers to 20

● count to 100 by 1’s and 10’s

● fluently add and subtract within 5

● name community helpers, historical 
figures, and American symbols

● identify the five senses, the 
seasons, and life cycles.

● use scientific method to observe 
and record through drawing.
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“Grades are not about what 
students earn; they are about 

what students learn.”

-Susan Brookhart
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Rating Scale

The Standards-based report card will use a 3- 
point rating scale to indicate a child’s 

progress toward meeting the end-of-year 
Massachusetts State Standards.  Students are 
rated on their Social Development, Learning 
Habits, and academic performance in English 
Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, 

and Specialists areas. 

*Performance that exceeds grade-level 
expectations will be noted in the comment 

section of the report card.

What does “Standards-based” mean?

Standards describe what students should 
know and be able to do.  Teachers base 
their planning, instruction and 
assessment on important Grafton and 
Massachusetts standards.  The report 
card is designed to communicate 
students’ progress and to make a 
positive difference in students’ 
learning, enabling teachers and parents 
to work together to ensure student 
success.

How is a Standards-based report card 
scored throughout the year?

The descriptors indicate the most 
important learning targets for the 
“entire” school year.  The scores 
represent the status of learning at the 
end of each trimester. Expectations to 
meet standards often increase through 
the year. A “3” in the first trimester 
means that a student meets the 
standard, but a student may have to 
demonstrate a higher level of 
achievement to maintain a “3” later in 
the year. 

 

Partners in learning

 

Standards-based Vocabulary

Assessment- Ongoing process by which 
teachers gather data to determine a 
student’s progress relative to a 
standard.

Benchmark- A learning goal or target 
for a particular time in an academic 
year.

Rating Scale-  The 1, 2, and  3 
indicators are used by teachers to 
report on a student’s level of 
understanding and performance.  

Rubric- A scoring tool used to rate a 
student’s performance relative to the 
degree to which a standard has been 
met on an assessment.

Standards- The academic content 
areas that the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education has determined 
that your child should be learning at a 
particular grade.

Helpful Educational Websites
www.xtramath.org

www.learnzillion.com
www.funbrain.com
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Meeting the Standard
Student demonstrates proficiency in essential 
skills and concepts. Independent performance is 
characterized by an ability to apply the skills with 
consistency.

2

Progressing toward the Standard
Student demonstrates progress toward an 
understanding of the essential skills and 
concepts. Independent application is 
not yet consistent.

1

Making Limited Progress toward the Standard
With significant support, student demonstrates 
limited progress toward an understanding of the 
essential skills and concepts

NYP

Not Yet Progressing toward the Standard 
Student does not demonstrate understanding of 
concepts and skills at this time.

NA 
and/or 
Gray 
box

Not Assessed
Not assessed this trimester

http://www.xtramath.org
http://www.learnzillion.com
http://www.funbrain.com

